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1.6 LUSHOOTSEED: BASIC PHONOLOGY & MORPHOLOGY 

Lushootseed belongs to the Central division of Coast Salish languages 
(Thompson 1979). *0 There are two major dialect groups, the primary difference 
being stress, palatal dissimilation, and some core vocabulary (Hess 1977). The 
thesis focuses primarily on the Northern dialect group (Hess 1968; Hess and 
Hilbert 1977; Bates, Hess, and Hilbert 1994; Hess 1995). First I outline the 
main features of the Lushootseed sound system, then some basic principles of 
word formation. The latter is useful for understanding the principles which 
govern morpheme shape. 

Like all Salish languages, Lushootseed has a large consonant inventory, 
containing 31 obstruents and 6 sonorants. Glottalization and labialization are 
both distinctive. The thesis uses the orthographic conventions of the 
Lushootseed Dictionary, which is presented below. 
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Lushootseed is unusual among the Salish languages in lacking nasals, but 
having a series of voiced obstruents.* * The loss of nasals is a recent innovation 
(within the last hundred years) and the voiced stops are historically derived from 
nasals (Proto /m, n/ > Lu /b, d/) and glides (Proto lyl > Lu /d^, j/ and Proto /w/ 
> Lu /g, gw/) (Thompson 1979; Hess 1995: 201). The voiced obstruents pattern 
with sonorants in terms of clustering as will be shown in Chapter 3. 

There are four vowel phonemes, three of which may occur long (represented 
as doubled vowels). While there is much debate as to whether to include schwa 
in the inventory (its distribution is almost entirely predictable in Salish), it is 
included here. 

(14) Lushootseed Vowels 
high i ii u uu 

low a aa 
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A^ - i>ptca] of Salish languages, the vowel quality varies with the 
neighbouring coasetunta] environment, and unless forms are indicated in square 
brackets ('[]*) the transcnption employed in the thesis is phonemic. 

The basic wofd sctema for Lushootseed is indicated below. The morphemes 
are divided into a OMnbcr of calories based on semantic/grammatical criteria. 

(15) Lushootseed Word Schema 

Prefix-VRoot-Thctnatic Sfx=Lexical Sfx-Transitive Sfx-Recipient Sfx 

Hess (1968) describes dK thematic and lexical suffixes as derivational, while the 
remainder are inflectio«il. There are three thematic suffixes which select for a 
particular root (often rools do not need one, and a single root may form different 
stems with different themauc suffixes). The class of lexical suffixes is common 
throughout Salish and includes over 100 different suffixes which are identified by 
having some lexical content, half of which are somatic, and the other referring to 
containers, etc. The prefixes are also divided into inflectional vs. derivational, 
with the inflectional ones located outside the derivational ones as is typical 
cross-linguistically. Reduplicative morphemes are located between the prefix and 
root, or suffix and root, or are internal to the root. Words can be formed with 
multiple reduplicative morphemes. 

The root is the only obligatory element in the word, and there are some 
bound roots which must have a thematic, lexical, or transitive suffix. Root is 
understood to be the portion of the word that provides the core meaning of the 
word. Stem is the portion of the woid that is affixed to as well as the product of 
affixation. There can be multiple occtirances of each type of morpheme, 
although compounding is rare and so there is generally only one root per word. 
The prefixes usually indicate aspect; closer inspection reveals further divisions 
based on subcategorization and posmoo in a word. Prefixes are never stressed. 
Aside from the lexical suffixes, the majority of suffixes in Lushootseed indicate 
the grammatical relations of the predicate, such as agent, patient, recipient, 
benefactive, etc. 

These few remarks should suffice to acquaint the reader with the basic 
properties of the phonological and morphological structure of Lushootseed. 
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